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"The Committee on a Proposed American Botanical Abstract 
Journal voted, among other things, that — 

" ' This Committee considers an American Botanical Abstract 
Journal practicable, provided that it can be properly financed'; 
that 

" 'This Committee, while recognizing the value and need of an 
abstract journal, doubts whether this is a propitious time to ap- 
peal for endowment for this purpose ' ; and recommended 

"'That Professor R. A. Harper, Dr. C. S. Gager, and Dr. J. H. 
Barnhart be appointed as representatives of the Torrey Botanical 
Club at any conference to be held at Pittsburgh during the 
coming Convocation Week leading to the establishment of an 
American Botanical Abstract Journal. Each of these repre- 
sentatives being authorized to select a substitute in case he is not 
present at Pittsburgh." 

The report was approved and the recommendations were 
adopted by a vote of the Club. The Committee was continued. 

The Committee on Admissions having approved the nomina- 
tions made at the opening of the meeting the following persons 
were elected to membership: Professor C. R. Orton, Professor 
W. C. Twiss, Professor Otis Caldwell, Professor John Ritchie, 
Mr. Robert Steinberg, Miss Cornelia Carey, and Miss Rhoda 
Benham. 

The scientific program consisted of an illustrated lecture on 
"An Account of a Visit to the Juan Fernandez Islands," by Dr. 
Carl Skottsberg. 

Adjournment followed. 

B. O. Dodge, 

Secretary. 

NEWS ITEMS 

Owing to the coal shortage Conservatory Range No. 2 at the 
New York Botanical Garden was cleared in December, the plants 
all being housed in the old conservatory range. On January 10 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden reduced by 375 linear feet its 
greenhouse space, thus crowding the collections in fewer houses, 
and necessitating the closing of the conservatories to the public. 
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On January 12 the second issue of the Journal of the Inter- 
national Garden Club was issued. Hereafter the publication 
will be issued quarterly in March, June, September and Decem- 
ber. 

The British government has ordered one hundred thousand 
kapok waistcoats for its sailors. This " vegetable wool," derived 
from Bombax malabaricum, has been suggested as desirable also 
for our own sailors. 

The War Emergency Board of the American Phytopathological 
Society, which was organized at the Pittsburgh meeting during 
the holidays, held a meeting in Washington, February 9-1 1. 
The organization of this board is the result of a determination 
on the part of plant pathologists to do their part in winning the 
war. Certain problems of nation wide importance are being 
handled. At the special meeting reports on these projects were 
made. A census of all persons able to do pathological work is 
being taken and encouraging progress was noted. Other projects 
on Fungicides and Machinery, Emergency Research, Plant 
Disease Survey, and Crop Loss Estimates were considered at 
some length. Plant pathologists have in the war conditions a 
great opportunity for service to the commonwealth, for there is 
no more vital feature in maintaining maximum crop production 
than that of the reduction of leakage due to crop diseases. The 
board is working with all existing agencies of state and nation. 
The members of the board are H. H. Whetzel, Cornell University; 
F. D. Kern, The Pennsylvania State College; E. C. Stakman, 
University of Minnesota; H. P. Barss, Oregon Agricultural 
College; H. W. Barre, Clemson College; G. H. Coons, Michigan 
Agricultural College: and G. W. Lyman, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Charles E. Faxon, the assistant director of the Arnold Arbore- 
tum died early in February at the age of 73. He was known 
throughout the country as a botanical illustrator, having made 
hundreds of notable drawings for Sargent's Sylva and many 
other books. 



